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GCLT wishes to acknowledge the generous assistance provided by the Gold Coast City Council in providing reduced council rates to non-profit organisations 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Having just returned from a visit to Melbourne to 
visit family & fiends, it is now time to get back 
to some serious GCLT business. It is good to 
come back to an almost full management 
committee (building director position still 
vacant) and I also welcome home Jan & Leigh 
Kealton (FOH & Treasurer). 
 
 

In my last report, I asked the membership for 
suggestions as to how we should celebrate our 
60th anniversary in 2010. So far I have received 
not a single email or phone call re this matter and 
I find this a little disturbing. Come on GCLT 
members, show some interest in this matter and 
don’t leave it to someone else – it’s YOUR 
theatre! 
 
 

STEPPING OUT is now up and running and all 
reports so far have been very positive. Preview 
& opening night were well attended and here’s 
hoping for a very successful run to end our 2009 
season. 
 
 

The planning for the 2009 Christmas Party is 
well underway under the direction of Julanne 
Shearer and is a MUST attend function for all 
members, subscribers and friends of GCLT. 
Please call the box office and register your name 
for catering purposes. 
 
 

Regards to all, Leo Mevissen – PRESIDENT 
 

The 2009 Dolphin Awards 
 

Soon the directors of the various productions of 
2009 will decide on their nominations for the 
various categories involved in the Dolphin 
Awards.   Then the forms will go out for voting 
by the members - look for it - and please 
participate. Dolphin Awards night will be on 
Sunday 21 February at 7 pm.  Mark it in your 
2010 diary!  Now!! 
 
 
 

 

 
 

This is a delightful play about an adult tap-
dancing class, directed by Shane Caddaye.   

 
Lilias Davie plays a choreographer trying 
valiantly to get the best out of her class of adult 
tappers - of varying degrees of talent - and each 
one an individual.  This is an all-female cast - 
except for a very brave Wayne Bentley.  The 
dialogue consists of snappy one-liners and clever 
repartee, sure to entertain - early audiences have 
been very pleasing - and very pleased as well. 

 
By the time you get this newsletter, STEPPING 
OUT will be more than half-way through its run 
- closing 5 December - so if you haven’t seen it 
yet, call the box office at 5532 2096 or online at: 

 
http://sa2.seatadvisor.com/sabo/servlets/EventSe
arch?presenter=AUGOLD 
 

 

 

 
 



 
Theatrical Joke of the Month 

 

The local amateur dramatic society in a small 
country town was giving a performance of 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet”.  The title role was being 
performed manfully by a young man whose voice 
was being drowned out by the shuffling of feet 
and constant muttering of the audience which 
found the soliloquy less than gripping.  
 

Eventually the actor cried out in exasperation 
“Don’t blame me!  I didn’t write this rubbish!!” 
 

(Do you have a favourite joke with a theatrical flavour to share with 

us?  Send ideas to ozbrophy@hotmail.com .  We hope to pass one on 

each month) 

 
 

The theatre is a community organisation - and 
the spirit is like that of a big happy family - there 
are many ways to join in. 
 

If you can act, sing or dance - or consider that 
maybe you can - watch for notices of auditions.  
There’s almost always one coming up. 
 

Additionally, there are many jobs that need to be 
filled for each production:  lighting, audio, 
backstage work, set design, stage management, 
props, wardrobe, etc 
 

And the theatre is always in need of people to 
take on a variety of tasks for every production.  
If you can handle a hammer, wield a paint brush, 
or sew, or help with hair-do or makeup or are 
skilful in any other craft, then you are needed at 
almost any time. 

 

Or maybe you have access to a truck - always an 
urgent need. 
 

So¼ leave your name at the box office         
(5532 2096) and get in on the fun associated 
with being involved. 

 
 

 
 

Joan Stalker-Brown’s production of this 
delightful Noel Coward play finished a 
successful season early in October.  Audiences 
were treated to a cast that resembled a veritable 
‘who’s who’ of Gold Cast acting talent.   

 

The set was especially delightful and set the tone 
for a warm and wonderful piece.  Our stage is by 
normal standards rather wide for the depth - this 
sometimes presents difficulties in blocking, but 
Stalker-Brown used the various areas skillfully, 
avoiding having dialogues across spaces. 

 

It is difficult not to pick out individual 
performances in this ensemble cast: the various 
characters and personalities were all cleverly 
depicted.  Suffice to say that Kate Peters and 
Sheila Bradley made the most of their “meaty” 
parts.  All in all this was a very successful effort 
- as we have come to expect from Joan. 
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Successfully cast 
and about to move 
into rehearsal: the 
DIAL M script is a 
challenge 
welcomed by  
seasoned director 
Barry Gibson, who 
has a long list of 
credits in this and 
other theatres on 

the Coast – the roles and actors are: 

 
Tony Wendice – Andrew Trump 
Sheila Wendice – Olivia Regent 
Max Halliday  – Nathan Schulz 
Captain Lesgate – Chris Roach 

Inspector Hubbard – Bob Fallon 
 
The season runs from 30 Jan to 20 Feb, 2010. 

 
 

“One of the most 
significant 

musicals of the 
American stage “- 
that’s how 
director Julanne 
Shearer describes 
SHOW BOAT.  
Auditions were 
well attended and 
a prodigious cast 

is assured – more news in the December 
newsletter. Julanne is keen to extend her glittering 
history of musicals for GCLT and is very pleased 
with the range of talent presented at auditions – a 
show not to be missed!   
 
The season runs from 17 Apr to 9 May, 2010. 
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On the afternoon of the opening night of 
STEPPING OUT, in a beautiful setting on the 
banks of the river in Ballina, a select group of 
friends and family witnessed the marriage of 
Andrew Blain to Noella & Kevin Johnson’s niece 
Marsha Hara. A lovely service was followed by 
excellent food and entertainment in a white 
marquee on the lawn – a good time was had by all. 
The photo above shows Kevin & Noella Johnson, 
Ted & Dorothy Henderson, the bride & groom, 
Nellie & Leo Mevissen, Ruth Henderson & David 
Edwards – the GCLT contingent. Shane Caddaye 
(not in the picture, since he took it) left the 
celebrations soon afterwards to hurry back to the 
Gold Coast to attend the opening night of his play 
STEPPING OUT – 2 successes in one day! 
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2009 is the inaugural year of the Gold Coast Area 
Theatre Awards – along with a range of theatre 
groups from the greater Gold Coast Area, GCLT 
joined GCATA which made their 2009 
productions eligible for inclusion in the judging, 
and GCLT subsequently received 6 nominations 
in various categories, with both Emily Monsma & 
Tara Page receiving 2 nominations for GCLT 
productions, and Max Philipson also doubling up 
– his other nomination was for Best Actor in a 
Leading Role In a Play for his outstanding 
performance as  Michael Bennett in Spotlight’s 
EROGENOUS ZONES. The GCLT nominations 
are as follows: 
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Congratulations to all the GCLT  nominees, and 
indeed to ALL nominees – Spotlight, Phoenix, 
Mercury’s Wings, Javeenbah, Neptune, GCPC 
and Tweed Theatre Co are all well represented, 
as well as several companies from further afield. 
Good luck to all the nominees – results will be 
announced at the GCATA Presentation Night on 
Tuesday December 1st from 6.30pm at the 
Paradise Room at the Gold Coast Arts Centre - 
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Emily Monsma 

 
Julanne Shearer 

 
Max Philipson  

Tara Page 
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Just in time for the Christmas 
season, GCLT are now selling 
Gift Certificates which can be 
purchased in any denomination 

and for any service offered by the theatre – why 
not buy a ticket to a show, a year’s membership or 
even a season subscription for friends or family 
members. They make great Christmas gifts – a 
yearly subscription will remind the recipient of 
your generosity for a whole year! Contact the Box 
Office on 5532 2096 to check when you can drop 
by to pick one – or more – up! 
 

 
 

Management Committee 2009/2010: 
President Leo Mevissen 5538 3901 leo.nel@bigpond.com 

Imm. Past Pres Bruce Shearer 5531 1514 bruce.shearer@croninshearer.com.au  

Vice-President Joyce Grant 5577 1776 grantjt@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary Janis Sheen 5532 2096 n/a 

Asst. Secretary Hugh Brophy 0410654396 ozbrophy@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Leigh Kealton 5592 5358 leighmk@yahoo.com 

Asst. Treasurer Yvonne Rossell 5537 4598 yrossell@bigpond.net.au 

Building Director VACANT   

Chair of Productions Ruth Henderson 5545 0381  ruthinthebooth@hotmail.com  

Publicity Director Helen Hill 5526 8308 rose2004@bigpond.net.au 

Wardrobe Manager Dawn Warrington 5573 6584 colinanddawn5@bigpond.com  

Front of House Jan Kealton 5592 5358 janchee@onthenet.com.au 

Librarian Lyn Smith 5532 0720 lsmit130@eq.edu.au 

Booking Officer Nellie Mevissen 5538 3901 leo.nel@bigpond.com 

Social Convenor Valerie Cooney 5575 7000 n/a 

  

Production Committee 2009/2010: 
Chair Ruth Henderson 5533 2915 ruthinthebooth@hotmail.com  

Member Shane Caddaye 5563 9016 shanegoldcoast@hotmail.com  

Member Marion Parry 5577 5762 marionp@winshop.com.au  

Member Noella Johnson 5591 8493 kevinandnoella@hotmail.com  

Member John Arthars 0408 549 511  john_david_arthars@yahoo.com.au  

Member Lyn Smith 5532 0720 lsmit130@eq.edu.au 

Member Cecile Campbell 0417649695 info@improperty.com.au 

 

Coming Events and Date-Claimers 

·  Sunday 13th November, from 5pm: Christmas Party & 
2010 Season launch (ring 5532 2096 to book) 

·  Tuesday 19th January, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with 
the Director of DIAL M FOR MURDER 

Bookings: Box Office 5532 2096 / web www.gclt.com.au  

Newsletter design & layout: Shane Caddaye 

Newsletter Editor: Hugh Brophy ozbrophy@hotmail.com
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This year we have decided to put on a show: not quite New York’s Radio City Music Hall but nevertheless a show 
not to be missed!  The program for the evening is as follows: 
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We are asking Members to  
 

·  Donate $10 to GCLT to cover costs; and 
·  Donate in the gift box, which will be provided, for distribution to the Theatre’s selected charities.  More 

about that in the next newsletter. 
 
Save the date in your calendar and RSVP by 7 December 2009 for catering purposes by: 
 

·  Calling the Box Office on 5532 2096, or 
·  Sending in the following tear off slip. 

 
Leo Mevissen 
President 
 
 

 
 
……………………………………will be attending the GCLT Christmas Spectacular on Sunday 13/12/09 @5pm  
(Print your name) 
 

The number of people attending with me will be ……………………………………………………… 
 
Return to:   
 
 

Christmas at GCLT, 
PO Box 167,  

Southport, Qld, 4215 


