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Being Earnest Is Important
We speak with the director, Noella Johnson

NOELLA REPORTS she is very pleased with progress on
our first production for 2009. “Rehearsals are nosii

under way. | have an excellent cast, with sevexalilfar
faces and some new ones. We are all working on our
English accents with the help of John Rees-Osbande
Ursula and Gordon Johnson - Oscar wrote some wildly
convoluted English! We are also learning to copt wi
extensive consumption of cucumber sandwiches, maiffi
and bread and butter.”

With January and Victorian dress in mind, Noellave
the time frame forward to 1912-13. Nina has degigne
stunning Edwardian costumes that are being madetiagt
help of Robyn Menzies and Dawn Warrington.

i
The two male leads Algy and Jack are played by John

Arthars and Noel Thompson, in light-hearted contras
their serious roles in the recedtr Country’s Good

Recently the cast were experimenting with soméef t
more colourful hats in our wardrobe and were caoght
camera by Shane Caddaye. Ursula Johnson (Miss Prism
newcomer Jessica Purcell (Cecily) and Nina Kahmyl a

Bracknell) seem to be enjoying the finer pointhaf
decoration. Fashion is serious business. As Wik ‘$t
is only shallow people who do not judge by appeegari

Dodging the camera were another GCLT newcomer, Amy-
Louise Anderson (Gwendolen), Kevin Johnson (Canon
Chasuble) and John Rees-Osborne (the butlers).

Our last Oscar Wilde playyn Ideal Husbandset new
records for a straight play. As he famously remdirike
Lady Windermere’s Farfl can resist everything except
temptation,” so give in to it and book early!

Tom, Dick & Harry a runaway success

Yes, Dorothy’s done it again!

EVERY TIME Dorothy Henderson directs an English
farce, our box office works overtime. This Austaali
premiéere from Michael and Ray Cooney ran true tanfo

Frantic antics by the cast of Andrew Blain, MariacBler,
Nathan Schulz, Gillian Crow, Hugh Brophy, Terry
Callaghan, Ted Henderson and newcomers Liza
Tyomoshevska and Alexander Gorshenin had audience
laughing the way Dorothy always manages.

Taking Off took off in style
Warm response to Kate Peter’s play reading

LEADING NZ playwright Hall is well known to

Australian audiences for hidexi-Time(originally Glide

Timé. So those who recognised his name knew they could
expect a warmly humorous piece. And so it was.

Pam Barber, Joan Stalker-Brown; Leanne Sutcliff an
Sharyn Waterhouse played four Aussie women in this
rehearsed reading. Each for one reason or anatiusr f
herself alone and decides to make the Big Triprigl&hd.
Backed by a professional sound-track and slidesy, thid
us their stories of romance, touring, squalid lodgi odd
jobs, disasters and hilarity.

Our thanks go to Kate for organising and directimg

reading. It proved once again that well-preparey pl
readings can be entertaining additions to our adeed

Voting for the Dolphins

IF YOU receive your newsletter by mail, the envelop
should contain the Dolphin hominations and youingpt
form, which must be returned to GCLT by Friday"23
January. You'll see that it is numbered, so daveelit. No
replacements will be issued. Email recipients firid
extra attachments to their cyber-mail. See yoorall
Dolphin Night, Sunday 22 February — glitzed to thax!



President’s Report

THIS is my last report for 2008 and it was a veopd

year both for the theatre and me personally. Fradaly

12" December Julanne and | are winging our way around
the world to see our children and grandchildren.Wilk

be back on Tuesday’February and Julanne will be
straight into full throttle rehearsal fétigh Society.

On behalf of GCLT | would like to thank the dirertp
cast and crew of our 2008 season. It's an enorrafiogt
to put on a production and we cannot thank you ghou
You are our core business. Without the funds yeater
we could not meet the considerable fixed costslimin
running our theatre. | would also like to thank &fé
Cooney, Nina Khan and all their helpers who hav# kee
Green Room in good shape this year. They are dften
forgotten ones but they are important cogs in tieatre
machine. Finally | would like to thank the membefshe
Production and Management Committees. You are all
wonderful but | would especially like to highligtite
efforts of our Treasurer of many years’ standingoivhe
Rossell, who has spent a huge amount of time magagi
the affairs of GCLT. We thank her sincerely.

Dorothy’s production offom, Dick & Harryhas just
finished and it was a roaring success. Ted Hendesss
telling me at the theatre’s Christmas Party thay thave
done over one hundred plays together in the lasy th
years - many at GCLT. Dorothy and GCLT have come a
long way since those difficult but heady days wien
performed six nights a week, often for four weekssms,

in the old theatre that we now call Molly’s.

The big crowd who attended the theatre ChristmatyPa
had a wonderful night — good food, the singingbgd
Mary Walters and her crew was a lot of fun and e a
loved Marilyn Culell's tongue-in-cheek rendition ‘bf
Saw Mummy Kissing Santa Claus”. We were all dekght
to see Nellie Mevissen back at the theatre. Hedgoo
humour and business savvy was greatly missed &trithe
of this year. We also had the directors of the 2688s0n
tell us of the plans for their plays. It sound®lk great
season so get your brochure and come and seeatyseqfl
your choice. Better still, become a subscriberesaoney
and see the lot. We also made a presentation texaur
Publicity Director Helen Hill. Every now and themes the
30 years of my association with the GCLT someonisva
down our lane and really makes a difference. Hedesuch
a person. GCLT has benefited greatly from her &ffand
we thank her very much.

A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all.
Bruce Shearer — President

News from the
Production

Committee...

and a Happy New Year
from Marion, Maria,
Ruth, Noella, John and
Shane!

IN this first newsletter for 2009 we are happy ay that

the theatre is busy, busy, busy — the first twypfar the
year having been cast and in rehearBatImportance of
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Being Earnesbpens on Saturday 30anuary and runs to
21 February. Cast details are on page one.

Director Julanne Shearer is very pleased with #sirng
for High Societythe musical with those magical Cole
Porter songs and our second play for 2009. Theigast
Tracy Samantha Lord - Louise Harris; C K Dexter éfav
lIl - Shane Caddaye; Liz Imbrie - Alison (Ali) Wih
Macauley Connor - David McLaughlin; Uncle Willie -
Hugh Brophy; Dinah Lord - Emily Monsma; Mother Lord
- Anne Ryan; Seth Lord - Dan Ryan; George Kittredge
lan Whyte. The household staff members are: Leigh
Kealton, Jan Kealton, Diana Dureau, Henk Steenlirik,
Holsheimer, Marilyn Culell, Denis Watkins, Helena
Penny, Helen Stretton, Leo Mevissen, Cassidy Mackie
Tim Carroll, Anne Halliday, Diana Bryant and Karen
Chaffey. Musical Director is Mary Walters and Kim
Reynolds is Choreographer. Be sure to book earllias
will be a very popular production.

The next casting will be falury Roomin early April.

It is important that everyone is aware that theilebe no
Wednesday performances in 200Each play will run for
three weeks (plus Saturday opening night) andhaille
two matinées —one on the second Saturday and arathe
the third Sunday. The musical will run for four Wweewith
three matinées (2Saturday, ¥ Sunday and2Saturday).

Marion Parry, Chair of Production Committee
One Act Play Submissions

A reminder to all budding directors: your submissidor
the One Act Play Season must be in by the end of
February. If you have a one act play that you Heeen
itching to direct, then here are a couple of grouunds.
First, send us a copy of the scriipfits final form. If it is
an adaptation of a longer play or a dramatisatios script
must be edited or adapted for the stage beforesybmit
it. Don’t expect the Production Committee to guebgch
bits you want to use, or how you'll use them. Aedand,
your covering letter should give a brief outlineyofur
vision for the play — what makes you think it valbpeal to
audiences, the performance style and staging yoe ina
mind, and the character descriptions and casting
requirements as you see them. Go to it!

Ruth, on behalf of Marion and the Production Cortasit

The Annual Dolphin Awards
Eat your heart out, Hollywood - GCLT is
showcasing its own version of the Oscars!

ON Sunday 2%' February head for the epicentre of all
things glittering, theatrical and glamorous andstvept up
in the style and excitement of the Dolphin Awaréls.an
added bonus, the evening’s entertainment will staeec
GCLT’s own talented and creative members.

Over the past decade GCLT has presented the Dolphin
Awards to members of the casts and crew of our@nnu
productions. This is a major social occasion, anchao
dress up and mingle with your fellow Thespiansvds
initiated by our former president, Stephen Tandy laas
always attracted an enthusiastic response from our
members. Stephen was our first Master of Cerempnies
followed by the always entertaining Andrew Blaine t
lead in our last productiof,om, Dick & Harry.



This year Valerie Cooney has graciously accepted ou
invitation to compére - or strictly speaking, commmethe
presentations. Valerie is a regular performer inGC
productions and has a varied background in theatte
television. She had the distinction of being thstfivoman
performer on television at the opening night of AB& in
Sydney in November, 1956. She was a reguldB@auty
& the Beasfor seven years, acted in London with Tony
Hancock and Benny Hill and was resident compéréhier
David Jones International fashion paradse will be
assisted by Shane Caddaye, while Leo Mevissemksrig
after the stage décor.

Members and guests are invited to enhance the décor
the Green Room by making a fashion statement. Gome
your most elegant costume, enhanced by your biest! bl

2008 has been a vintage year and we would like to
celebrate it by asking you our members to partteijra
selecting members of casts and crew from the ptazhsc
you have attended during the year. Voting paperdaing
sent to all members.

The Dolphin Awards Night will be held at the Theatm
Sunday, 22¢ February, 2009,commencing at 7.00pm.
The cost of $5.00 includes finger food. Formal driss
preferred.

Joyce Grant

Share your theatre trivia
We think the newsletter should be fun

AND what could be more fun than gossip? So thamnis
open invitation to Get in Touch with your Inner Nagic,
or Tragic - or even Bitch. The ground rules ardejui
simple.The sole topic is theatre Tell us something from
your own experience or pass on a favourite thestsiory.

For example, what was the first theatre producyion
were in, or saw? What was the best, or worst? Yimst
embarrassing / terrifying / inspiring moment orgsta The
most powerful / famous / awful performer you evaw3

The first play | saw wa$welfth Night at the Shakespeare
Memorial Theatre in Stratford-on-Avon. | was abag@tor
13, on an excursion from my boarding school in ester.

I loved it and it's been my favourite Shakespearnaedy
ever since. I've seen more productions of it thay @ther
play — about eight, | think. I've directed it aridd been in
it as Andrew Aguecheek. I've seen Judi Dench agaVio
with Donald Sinden as Malvolio and I've seen a toag-
guts production in an upstairs room in a Melboyyuab.
Loved them both.

Let’s hear your stories and | may tell you aboutmmyst
embarrassing moment (on stage, | mean). Anecdotes,
confessions, photographs, whatever, send them tat me
jre54165@bigpond.net.au, or post them to GCLT ntarke
“For the Newsletter”.

John Rees-Osborne

New theatre awards for the Gold Coast
Major coup for Kate Peters

THE GC Bulletin reported late last November that th
Gold Coast area is about to get its own set of dsvéor

achievements in community-based theatre. BaseHeon t
concept that Kate introduced in 1994 when she wag|

and theatricising (theatricating? There ought t@ bbeord
for it, anyway) in Canberra, the Gold Coast Areadthe
Awards will fill a long-standing need to acknowledgnd
value the wide range of talent we have here, fragh h

school and youth productions through to the seraioks.

Kate has recruited a distinguished set of judgethi®
inaugural year, all well known to GCLT audienced an
many of them GCLT members. Along with Kate herself
are: Kirri Adams; Tony Alcock; John Arthars; Maria
Grills; lan Lake; Andrew Trump; and Dawn Warrington

Kate is a tireless worker for community theatre and
deserves our congratulations for this venture. W& Wwer
and it all the very best for a successful firstryea

John

Gold Coast Theatre Alliance launches

2009 programs
Our Secretary Sandra Cillekens reports

THE launch of Alliance members’ programs for 200&sw
held late last November at Spotlight Theatre. I @anost
enjoyable evening, with the mood set by a welcoming
drink and beautiful classical music performed ks @old
Coast Philharmonic Society Inc.

The show opened with Fiona Munroe’s talented young
dancers presenting an up-tempo ballet. It's alveays
pleasure to watch beautifully trained young batias. MC
Tony Alcock did a wonderful job, keeping the night
flowing and the audience in stitches with his cleaed
witty commentary. We were fortunate also to havé-we
known musical entertainer Simon Gallaher address th
audience.

Showcased for GCLT was a song frémnie Get Your
Gun with the very talented Alison Mackenzie and crew.
The show closed with the singing and dancing taleht
The Golden Girls bringing the house down.

The theatres presented their shows for the follgwiear
and we are in for some brilliant theatre and some
wonderful musicals.

All'in all it was a most successful night and our
congratulations go to Kate Peters for putting thget
talented and magnificent group of performers. Eorey
was fed a scrumptious light supper and the mingtihg
course continued into the night. Well done, Theatre
Alliance. We all walked away with a spring in otes!

Sandra

News cues
The painful ‘trooth’ on Tom, Dick & Harry

DIRECTOR Dorothy Henderson bit off more than she
could chew during rehearsals. Crunching down oreeep
of honeycomb, she found that the gritty bits she #yging
to chew were actually pieces of her own now diskatig
tooth. Ever philosophical, Dorothy said, “Oh wéfiat
filling needed re-doing anyway.”

Farewell Helen, many thanks — and hurry back!

Our beloved Publicity Director Helen Hill is steppi
down from the job very soon, after she finishes the
publicity campaign foiThe Importance of Being Earnest.
Having held the post for three years, Helen asauseshe
will still be active within our theatre. She is iesled to be



planning a well-earned rest by travelling some timthe
New Year. Her replacement Maria Buckler says, “Wi& w
all miss her, but nobody will miss her more thamill.”
Maria will be ably assisted by Shane Caddaye.

The big break (1)

James Pope has found his years of performing in
community theatre have finally paid off. Last se¢n
GCLT inHay Feverin 2004, James has also been
performing at the GC Arts Centre and Spotlightanious
musicals for the past ten years. He has now besrnirchis
first professional showl’he Buddy Holly StoryCurrently
in rehearsal, the show opens shortly in Sydney theves
to Brisbane, Melbourne, Adelaide and Perth.

The big break (2)
Many of you have seen Emma Cillekens over theftast

years at GCLT in roles such as the vampy V& i@horus
of Disapprova] Maisie inThe Boyfriendand Winnie in

Annie get Your GurEmma has been performing in theatre

since she was five, but realising the unreliabkeimsaof
the work she took a degree in Journalism and Besjne
graduating with distinctions in both. Now she i§tofbe a
journalist on the North West Star, a Fairfax puddiion in
Mt Isa. We wish her the best of luck in her neweear
and expect a flow of articles for the newsletter.

GCLT Christmas Party — what a cracker!

CONGRATULATIONS to Valerie Cooney and her team
for the wonderful food we enjoyed at the ChristrRasty.
Meat balls, rum balls and of course, Bruce Shesuradgic
chicken wings, gorgeous bread rolls filled with hand
mince pies, all washed down with glasses of bubbly.

P The 2009 directors gave us
tantalising insights into next
year’s plays, with Helen Hill
standing in for Joan Stalker-
Brown to tell us aboutvaiting
in the Wings

There was even a prop fire-
place and a Christmas tree to
add ambience to the room as a
group of singers got us all in
the mood with their favourite
Christmas carols.

Val presides over affairs
Want to be on Japanese TV?
We've been approached by a company that arrangés ca

and crews for a Japanese TV program that shoottardg
around the Coast. If you are interested, contact:

Nada Tasic, Production Co-ordinator, C.P. Inteovel

PO Box 6447 GCMC QLD 9726; Ph: 5531 5454; Fax:
5531 5450; Mob: 0423 632 635ada@cpinter.bjz
www.cpinterbiz. No Japanese language is required.

Photographs Wanted
An appeal from Eric ‘The Beautificator’ James

PART of the ‘tidying and decorating’ operation your
committee is carrying out to the foyer and Greenmads
a plan to hang and display photographs from padtiGC
performances. The intention is for interest ancodation
rather than any attempt at comprehensive archiving.

Accordingly, | am asking for directors, actors,amyone
with good quality photographs from previous GCLT
shows to submit a copy to the theatre for inclusiowhat
will hopefully become an interesting and rotatingpéay.

We are not looking for cast photos, although sorag m
also be included. As well as being of very goodiiggua
(i.e. capable of being blown up to A4 size), thetplgraph
must be artistically or photographically interegtiit
might be, for example, just one cast member, ordwo
several, captured at a particularly dramatic moment

Copies or thumb-nail proofs should be left at tlex B
Office, mailed to PO Box 167, Southport, 4215; antted
to any committee member. Call the office for infatman.

Eric James, Building Director

On-Line Ticketing
News from Eric ‘The Electronificator’

WE have long wanted to streamline GCLT Box Office
procedures and bring the theatre into the commaeri
world, but without a resident electronic geniusgdame
teenager), the procedures have always seemedftiooldi
to organize or too expensive to purchase. Until.now

Thanks to Joel Beskin's investigations on behathef
Theatre Alliance, a purpose-built system has beand
which is suitable and affordable for smaller vensiesh as
Gold Coast Little Theatre. Joel was able to brakdeal
with “SABO Seat Advisor”, a US-based on-line (Intet)
ticketing system for interested Alliance members.

The procedure will be similar to booking a flight-tne
with your computer, or booking a ticket through @eRo
a show at the Arts Centre or in Brisbane (and we'tze
charging an extra $6.00 a seat as some ticketisig sy
do). Other than a $2.00 Visa card fee, prices ioa-will
initially be just the same as buying in persorhatBox
Office for GCLT patrons, members and subscribem Y
will also be able to read about the show and setaat
preferred date and seat from that day’s floor plan.

No computer - or hate the things? No problem; ydu w
still be able to phone your booking in, or com@érson to
the Box Office from 10am to 2pm as normal when we
open from three weeks before and during each show.

Box Office staff are currently being trained in the
procedures required to set up the new system, and w
expect to be in operation and ‘on-line’ early ngsar.
Keep your eye on our website for more information:

Eric

Can You Help?
An appeal from Eric ‘The Desperator’ James

ARE you handy with tools? Do you enjoy building?
Sewing? Painting? Decorating? Hairstyling? Othafts?
Do you have access to a trudBBmmunity theatre needs
many hands & skills for every production.

You can become an important part of one of ourglay
assisting with lighting; audio control; backstagerky
costuming / make-up; help with the food & drink\see,
or ticket or program sales - maybe even sing, dascact!

We need youBe involved - leave your details at the Box
Office 55 322 096, or call me on 55 263 474 anyetim

Eric




A sad farewell

Jonathan Sherwood (I) & Andrew Trump. Photo: Shaned@ge

MANY of us were shocked to hear of the sudden deéath
Jonathan Sherwood late last year. Jonathan haor pexd
on stage over the last 36 years in Australia andHNZ
first and only appearance at GCLT was in Mariomrysir
2007Murdered to Deathwhen his bumbling Inspector
Pratt impressed us all with its professionalism seise of
comic timing. He is a great loss to community theaind
we extend our deepest sympathy to his family.

FOR SALE: LCD flat-screen hi-definition
computer monitors
An offer from Eric ‘The Bargainator’

AS part of the Box Office preparations for our néw-
Line (Internet) Ticketing System, the followingrite are
offered to members:

1 x 22" Viewsonic, brand new for $250 (from
$358 to $450 in shops);

2 x Viewsonic 4:3, 15" screens, for $100 each;
Call me after Christmas on: 55 263 474.
Eric

Candid Camera at the Christmas Party

Here’s looking at
you, kid!

And here’s our champion
barmaid, Nina Khan,
captured in a familiar
welcoming pose behind
the bar on the night of
the Christmas Party.

Veteran GCLT party-
goers will have spotted
the little-known ‘Angel
of the Bubbles’, here
hovering behind Nina’'s
shoulder.

‘It's good to have a guardian angel at times likese,’
says our licensee Andrew Blain.

And why is this
woman smiling?

IS it because she knows
where the secret stash of
Seaview is hidden?

No, it's because Donna
Mroz-Turcic loves serving
all you wonderful bar
patrons! (Well, it can’t be
the pay and conditions,
that’s for sure.)

Seriously, we owe a huge debt of gratitude to our
volunteers who front up night after night to st box
office and bar when a production is on. So if yoel a
yearning for a richer social life and the chancsttome up
much merit, talk to Nina or Valerie about givingpand. In
every sense, it's ‘the more the merrier’!

Backstage with Tom, Dick & Harry

IF you wondered what controlled the sofa-bed that
seemingly popped open at random during the shdw, se
builder Ted Henderson installed a conduit undestifa

to guide a cord pulled by crew member Jan Cricko séit
glued to the script each night for the cue to pud. sitting
around eating biscuits for Jan!

And here’s Terry Callaghan, with rather more ofrdle
than he displayed in his role on stage as Constadnens.

A former school principal and familiar
face on Gold Coast stages since 1988,
Terry's natural air of authority makes
him in demand whenever an English
bobby is needed. This role marked
Terry's tenth portrayal of a policeman
on stage and his tenth appearance in a
play directed by Dorothy.

You wrote WHAT about me in your diary?

Jessica Purcell and John Arthars as Cecily and sthgye
a moment inThe Importance of Being Earne$they
would like it known that they had not had theirrhdone
for this photograph.




Management Committee 2008 —2009

President; Bruce Shearer 5531 1514 queen248i@imignet.au
Immediate Past Pres: Leo Mevissen 5538 3901 né&@bigpond.com
Vice-President: Yvonne Rossell 5537 4598 yré&eigpond.net.au
Secretary: Sandra Cillekens 5596 4532 possumaki@net.com.au
Asst Secretary: Joyce Grant 5577 1776 granig@ind.net.au
Treasurer: lan Lake 0405 710 425 ilake @bigpaetchu

Asst Treasurer: (VACANT)

Building Director: Eric James 5526 3474 madio@bnthenet.com.au
Chair of Productions: Marion Parry 5577 5762 ioTgr@winshop.com.au
Publicity Director: Maria Buckler mariabucki@hotmail.com
Front of House: Nina Khan 5577 4092 nina.khamg@dnd.com
Social Convenor: Valerie Cooney 5575 7000

Librarian: Lyn Smith 5532 0720 Ismit1l30@eq.edu
Wardrobe M’gr: Dawn Warrington 5573 6584 coliddawn5@bigpond.com
Production Committee 2008-2009:

Chair: Marion Parry 5577 5762 marionp@winshoma@u
Member: Ruth Henderson 5545 4831 ruthintheb@dtbtmail.com
Member: John Arthars 0408 549 511 john_davithaas @yahoo.com.au
Member: Shane Caddaye 5563 9016 shanegoldchast@il.com
Member: Maria Buckler mariabuckler@hotmailrco
Member: Noella Johnson 5591 8493 kevinandn@ilatmail.com

Contacting GCLT

Email: gclt@bigpond.net.auvebsite: www.goldcoastlittletheatre.com.au

Street address: 21 Scarborough Street, Southpaiit, P® Box 167, Southport, QLD 4215
Bookings: Box Office 5532 2096

Newsletter Editor: Joyce Grant 5577 1776 gréitgpond.net.au
Newsletter Compiler: John Rees-Osbhorne 5578 9853 re54165@bigpond.net.au

Coming Events and Date-Claimers

Tuesday 28 January, Drinks With the Director he Importance of Being EarneStart time 6.00 pm. Bookings
are essential. Cost of $5 for members and $6 festguincludes a complimentary drink and nibbles.

Saturday 3% January, opening night @he Importance of Being Earnest

Sunday 2% February, Dolphin Awards Night

Tuesday ¥ April, Drinks With the Director ofigh Society

Saturday 18 April, opening night oHigh Society

Tuesday 18 June Drinks With the Director dfuiry Room

Saturday 2% June, opening night dury Room

Thursday 38 July to Saturday®iAugust, One Act Plays

Tuesday T September, Drinks With the Director Waiting in the Wings

Saturday 19 September, opening night @faiting in the Wings

Saturday 1% November, opening night &ftepping Out(Drinks Night date to be confirmed)

Important notice for 2009 Subscribers

Thank you for your early subscriptions. Your tickate being processed and the Box Office hopesnt them to you by
mid-January 2009. However, please note that tHidwithe lasprinted newsletter sent to subscribers. Only subscribéts w
anemail address will receive future newsletters. GCLT merslwill continue to receive their newsletter iimpor by email.




