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GCLT wishes to acknowledge the generous assistance provided by the Gold Coast City Council in providing reduced council rates to non-profit organisations 
 

Gold Coast Little Theatre      1950 – 2010       Celebrating 60 years of providing quality theatre to the Gold Coast 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Well – what a wonderful success SHOW BOAT 
has been: breaking box office records with the 
huge number of audience members that came to 
see the show. It just goes to show that the old 
shows still have some life in them, and that 
audiences love to leave the theatre singing the 
songs they know! Well done to Julanne and her 
team for putting on such a successful show – 
how great to still be able to break records in our 
60th year: I’m looking forward to the rest of the 
2010 season now!  
 
ARSENIC & OLD LACE is in the theatre now, 
and they finally have a full cast after a couple of 
changes – their season starts in about a month 
and it looks like being a great show. 
 
Refurbishment of the Green Room has already 
started, and the newly-designed and painted 
Green Room will be ready for the Drinks night 
for ARSENIC & OLD LACE on June 15th. 
We’re moving the kitchen/bar area so that it runs 
along the back wall of the Green Room – it 
should make the available space MUCH more 
accessible, and make both ordering and serving 
drinks a lot easier for everyone! It will also make 
the backstage area easier to get in and out of, and 
means that patrons entering the Green Room 
don’t have the back of the bar as their first 
impression: come along to ARSENIC & OLD 
LACE to see what we’ve done to brighten things 
up! 
 
The One Act Play Season follows ARSENIC & 
OLD LACE into the theatre, and with 11 
different plays included for the $10 ticket price it 
offers excellent value for money: book early as 
there are only 4 performances! 
  
Leo Mevissen – President 

 

 
Don’t forget our Diamond Jubilee specials: 

�  Free entry for members to our popular 
Drinks with the Director  nights  

�  Free membership to anyone who turns 60 
(or 16) in 2010 

�  Special student ticket prices only $15 
 

Well – after a record-breaking season that saw less 
than 100 seats 
unfilled during the 
entire season, SHOW 
BOAT has closed 
with 96% of available 
seats sold – a new 
box-office record and 
a resounding financial 
and critical success. 
Congratulations must 
go to Julanne, both 

for selecting a show that really struck a chord with 
Gold Coasters and for presenting such a fine 
production. Her cast, crew and the bottomless pit 
of ‘assistants’ who helped with everything from 
colored makeup to endless lengths of ‘wrought 
iron’, from beautiful hand-made costumes to bales 
of cotton, from authentic African headdresses to a 
hand-painted floor – everyone deserves a pat on 
the back for a job well done! 

 
Arsenic & Old Lace – 
you could die laughing! 

An update from director John Rees-Osborne 

Monday 17th May was an 
exciting step forward, as we 
moved on to the stage for the 
first time. All of us felt the 
change in mood – hey, we’re 
in the theatre at last! I’m now 
changing my email groups to 

include Graham Simpson as Officer Brophy, Jason 
Cuerel as the incurable optimist and would-be 
playwright Officer O’Hara, and Bob Allen as Officer 
Klein. Graham is fresh from SHOW BOAT while 
Jason is a newcomer to GCLT, and Bob Allen will be 



a familiar face to many of you! Stage manager Pat 
Aldam is busily marking the actors’ moves in her 
script – and just as busily rubbing them out again as I 
change my mind (or the actors change it for me). 
Dawn China has a swarm of worker bees buzzing 
around the internet, op shops and factory outlets for 
materials and props and knick-knacks to dress the set, 
while I shout at the actors to learn their lines, work 
with Helen Hill on the advertising and promotional 
campaign, and spend my leisure time (?) worrying. 
Gotta love theatre! 
 

 
ABBY (Valerie Cooney) and MARTHA (Marion Parry) serve their 

special elderberry wine to MR WITHERSPOON (Bob Mussett) 

  
ARSENIC & OLD LACE opens on Saturday 26th 
June and our Drinks with the Director Night is on 
Tuesday 15th June – director John Rees-Osborne 
invites you to meet the cast of this classic comedy.  
Hear about the production and how rehearsals are 
going – enjoy a drink and finger food in the GCLT 
green room: we promise no elderberry wine will be 
served! As an added bonus, you’ll be the first official 
guests in our revamped Green Room. 
 
Bookings on 5532 2096 or via the website at 
www.gclt.com.au  
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GCLT  Gift Certificates make great gifts – they’re 
available for any amount: contact the Box Office on 
5532 2096 

 

 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
Last month we included Judy Gibson’s ZUCCHINI SLICE 
recipe, and hope you enjoyed both making AND eating it! 
This month we have another of Judy’s recipes – try it and 
see what you think! 

Country Corn Bake 
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Combine all ingredients and mix well.  Grease 
dish or line with Glad Bake.  Pour mixture in and 
bake in a moderate oven 35-40 minutes. 

 

The 4th play during our anniversary year will be a new 
production of David Williamson's TRAVELLING 
NORTH. The director Noella Johnson says, 
‘Williamson has written a beautiful  play, both funny 
and tender about the twilight love affair of retired 
engineer Frank, and Frances, who hopes to retire from 
being a baby-sitting nanny!’ 
  
‘They journey north together discovering that life is 
about renewal, growth and moving on. Frank and 
Frances are determined to live a life that is not defined 
by their children but they do find that every 
relationship must deal with complex and secret 
uncertainties, feelings and phobias which so often 
mask our daily relationships. 



The play moves between wintry Melbourne full of life 
with clucky mothers and children, and the QLD North 
Coast associated with renewal. Up North Frank and 
Frances are befriended by their retired neighbour, an 
ex-soldier and proud R.S.L. member Freddy, and the 
local G.P. Saul, a man of great sensitivity who is also 
contemplating his retirement. These two people make 
Frank and Frances realize that to live to the full you 
must do it through others. It’s a play of relationships, 
sometimes tender, sometimes angry but often 
extremely funny, where the audience is invited to relate 
to the journey of life on which we are all embarked. 
 

AUDITIONS WILL BE HELD AT THE 
THEATRE ON SUNDAY JUNE 27TH at 10a.m. 
 

CAST REQUIRED  
 

FRANCES: 55+ Mother of two adult daughters 
FRANK : 70+ Retired engineer, her husband 
SOPHIE: 30+ Eldest of their daughters 
HELEN : 25+ Youngest daughter  
JOAN: 30+ Daughter to Frank 
FREDDY: 60+ Friendly "man next door" 
SAUL: 60+ Local G.P. 
�
Contact the director Noella Johnson with any enquiries: 
5591 8493 / kevinandnoella@hotmail.com  

 

 
Thanks to Jodie Munn (you’ll remember her as Duckling from 
OUR COUNTRY’S GOOD), GCLT now has an additional web 
presence as part of the Sister City Cultural Exchange website 
created and maintain by the Gold Coast City Council – go to the 
following link to have a look: 

http://culturalexchange.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/gold-
coast/performing-arts/gold-coast-little-theatre.aspx 

 
�

�
��������	
�����
�����������������

�

��������	�
���
����������������� � ������������������ ���������������������������
	��������������������������� � ������������
��������� ��������������������������
 ����������
���������������������� � �����!�""��#��$� �%
&�
������������'���"��������������� � ������������
����� �������������������������������
��������	�
���(���$��(�������� ��������������������� �������������������������
!�)������!�$���������������������� � �����
�����*���� �������������������������������
!������
��*��+����������������� � ����������	�
���&�� �
����,�-#��
��������
��������� � ����������$��.�/�
��& �����������������������������
��������	�
���*����������������� � ������������������ �����������������������������
�/�$����0%%�������������������������� � ������������
� ������������������������������������
#��"����������������*$���������� �������
��
�������� ��������������������
 

&�����
�����
������������$
���

Auditions for selected roles will be held on Sunday 
June 6th from 10am in Molly’s. The roles available 
are: 
 

TALKING WITH (MARKS) – dramatic 
monologue 
40+ elegant female, good actress, must display both 
strength & vulnerability, southern accent required. 
 

LOOK INTO MY EYES – comedy 
Dad – male 40’s 
Mum – female 40’s 
Grandma – female 60+ 
Uncle Charlie – male 60+ 
Older daughter – female 30’s 
Younger Daughter – female teens  
Younger son – male teens  
(ages for these 7 roles are negotiable) 

 

Green Room remodelling 
We’re hard at work remodelling the Green Room 
at the theatre to make it more user-friendly, both 
for patrons and staff. The L-shaped corner bar is 
being moved and will now run along the back of 
the Green Room in a single straight line – this 
will make it easier for staff to serve customers, 
and also provide more usable space in the Green 
Room. Some ‘in-progress’ pictures are included 
below so you’ll be able to see the huge 
difference next time you come to the theatre! 
 

 
... but won’t the drinks slide off?? 

 

The new counter taking shape! 



Management Committee 2009/2010: 

President Leo 
Mevissen 

5538 3901 leo.nel@bigpond.com 

Imm. Past 
President 

Bruce 
Shearer 

5531 1514 bruce.shearer@croninshearer.com.au  

Vice-
President 

Joyce  
Grant 

5577 1776 grantjt@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary Janis Sheen 5538 3159 jsheen@onthenet.com.au  

Assistant 
Secretary 

Hugh 
Brophy 

0410654396 ozbrophy@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Leigh 
Kealton 

5592 5358 leighmk@yahoo.com 

Assistant 
Treasurer 

Erica 
Whyte 

 0414715326  erica.whyte03@gmail.com  

Building 
Director 

Robert 
Grant 

5573 3609 robertgrant1326@hotmail.com 

Chair of 
Productions 

Ruth 
Henderson 

5545 0381  ruthinthebooth@hotmail.com  

Publicity 
Director 

Helen    
Hill 

5526 8308 rose2004@bigpond.net.au 

Wardrobe 
Manager 

Dawn 
Warrington 

5573 6584 colinanddawn5@bigpond.com  

Front of 
House 

Jan  
Kealton 

5592 5358 janchee@onthenet.com.au 

Librarian Noella 
Johnson 

5591 8493 kevinandnoella@hotmail.com  

Booking 
Officer 

Nellie 
Mevissen 

5538 3901 leo.nel@bigpond.com 

Social 
Convenor 

Valerie 
Cooney 

5575 7000 n/a 

  

Production Committee 2009/2010: 
Chair of 
Productions 

Ruth 
Henderson 

5533 2915 ruthinthebooth@hotmail.com  

Member Shane 
Caddaye 

5563 9016 shanegoldcoast@hotmail.com  

Member Marion Parry 5577 5762 marionp@winshop.com.au  

Member Noella 
Johnson 

5591 8493 kevinandnoella@hotmail.com  

Member John Arthars 0408 549 511 john_david_arthars@yahoo.com.au  

Member Lyn Smith 5532 0720 lsmit130@eq.edu.au 

Member Cecile 
Campbell 

0417 649 695 cecilesmith265@hotmail.com  

Coming Events and Date-Claimers 
·  Sunday 6th June, 2010 from 10am: Auditions for the One 

Act Play Season 

·  Tuesday 15th Jun, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the Director 
of ARSENIC & OLD LACE 

·  Saturday 26th Jun, 2010: Opening Night ARSENIC & 
OLD LACE 

·  Sunday 27th Jun, 2010 from 10am: Auditions for 
TRAVELLING NORTH 

·  Thursday 29th Jul, 2010: Opening Night ONE ACT PLAY 
SEASON 

·  Sunday 22nd Aug, 2010 from 10am: Auditions for MOVE 
OVER MRS MARKHAM 

·  Tuesday 31st Aug, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the 
Director of TRAVELLING NORTH 

·  Saturday 11th Sep, 2010: Opening Night TRAVELLING 
NORTH 

·  Wednesday 3rd Nov, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the 
Director of MOVE OVER MRS MARKHAM 

·  Saturday 13th Nov, 2010: Opening Night MOVE OVER 
MRS MARKHAM 

Bookings: Box Office 5532 2096 / web www.gclt.com.au  

Newsletter Editor: Shane Caddaye shanegoldcoast@hotmail.com 

 

� � � � � � �
 

Spotlight Main Theatre:  
LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS – directed by Priscilla Scott, playing 
from May 21 – Jun 12, Ph. 5539 4255 
 

Javeenbah:  
SWEET CHARITY – directed by Kim Reynolds, playing from July 9 – 
July 31, Ph. 5596 0300 
 

Tugun Theatre:  
KINDLY LEAVE THE STAGE – directed by Cecile Campbell, playing 
from Aug 12 – Aug 28, Ph. 5593 9174 
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We recently received an email from Mark Eady, the creative 
director of Ozworks Entertainment – he’s looking for cast 
members for his Phar Lap Arena Spectacular at the end of August 
– if you’re interested, please check details & register via the 
website:  
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On Saturday May 29, a group of 30 people (including Shane 
Caddaye & John Arthars) attended a Theatre Direction Workshop 
at the Judith Wright Centre in Fortitude Valley in Brisbane. Open 
to anyone with an interest in, or experience in, directing for 
theatre, the full-day workshop attracted a wide range of attendees 
– writers, students, directors and more. The workshop was 
convened and chaired by award-winning director, writer, 
dramaturg, and actor Sue Rider, with a physical theatre 
component presented by Caroline Dunphy from Frank Theatre, 
and provided 3 professional actors – Louise Brehmer, Damien 
Cassidy and Flloyd Kennedy – to assist with exploring some of 
the many possible approaches to directing, based around 2 short 
scenes from Ibsen’s HEDDA GABLER. An informative, 
stimulating and enjoyable day was had by everyone who attended 
– we all had the chance to interact with the presenters & actors, 
as well as each other, and broke into 3 smaller groups in the 
afternoon, with each group spending an hour or so with one of 
the 3 actors exploring facets of the character played by the actor. 
Caroline Dunphy’s physical theatre presentation was dynamic 
and very informative, and I’m certain all attendees took many 
new ideas away from the day – hopefully more workshops will 
eventuate from the success of Saturday: congratulations to all 
those involved in making it possible. 

 

 
Flloyd Kennedy & Damien Cassidy play a scene as Sue Rider looks on 

 


