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April 2010 
Patron: Cr. Dawn Crichlow 
Licensed Manager: Robert Grant 

21a Scarborough Street Southport. Bookings: 5532 20 96 
A founding member of the Gold Coast Theatre Allianc e 

 

GCLT wishes to acknowledge the generous assistance provided by the Gold Coast City Council in providing reduced council rates to non-profit organisations 
 

Gold Coast Little Theatre      1950 – 2010       Celebrating 60 years of providing quality theatre to the Gold Coast 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
After a long rehearsal period SHOW BOAT is 
now up and running. And what a great show it is. 
Big cast, lots of bright and colourful costumes, 
big sound and of course great talent on stage. 
Opening night was just fantastic: there was a real 
buzz in the air and the cast certainly did not 
disappoint. The capacity audience was most 
appreciative and lots of applause was heard 
throughout the performance. This wonderful 
production will run until May 15 so make sure 
you don’t miss out. Bookings are coming in 
thick and fast and if the box office is closed you 
can book on line, which is becoming very 
popular indeed. Many thanks to our Front of 
House volunteers who did a marvellous job. 
 
ARSENIC & OLD LACE is now in rehearsal 
and all is going well. John Rees-Osborne has a 
great cast of well-known actors including Marion 
Parry and Valerie Cooney and I am sure we are 
all looking forward to a good laugh and a 
chuckle. Season runs from June 26 – July 17. 
 
 Green room update: plans to re locate the bar are 
still in progress. To minimise building costs at 
this stage, as there are other urgent projects on 
the drawing board, it has been suggested to place 
the bar on the back wall of the green room with 
storage cupboards etc. In the meant time the 
room will get a fresh paint job, a kind donation 
of free labour by one of our regular patrons. 
 
Light and Sound update: Robert Grant has a 
number of quotes to present to management as 
our lighting (and sound) needs urgent attention. 
 
 Looking forward to seeing you soon at GCLT! 
 

 
Leo Mevissen – President 

 

 
Don’t forget our Diamond Jubilee specials: 

�  Free entry for members to our popular 
Drinks with the Director  nights  

�  Free membership to anyone who turns 60 
(or 16) in 2010 

�  Special student ticket prices only $15 
 

Yes – it’s on stage, 
and audiences are 
breaking down the 
doors to get a look at 
it! Bookings are going 
so well that we have 
all but sold out the 3 
Sunday matinees – 
opening night was a 
sell-out, as was Friday 
23 April, and the 

remaining performances are going fast. DON’T 
wait to make your booking – you may miss out! 
We received the following lovely note from a new 
patron, Iris Shapland: 
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Great to get feedback from audiences, and 
wonderful to see new people attending the theatre 
for the first time and having such a positive 
experience – well done to all the cast & crew! 
Opening night was PACKED with barely a seat to 
be had – the capacity crowd was very supportive, 
and the impressive after-show supper was 
gratefully received! Some pictures from the show: 



 
The entire  SHOW BOAT cast on stage 

 
Louise Harris (MAGNOLIA) and Stephen Morris (RAVENA L) 

 
Ali Wiby (QUEENIE) and Lawrie Esmond (JOE) 

 
Marilyn Culell (PARTHY) and Frank Culell (CAP’N AND Y) 

 
Karen Oliver (JULIE) and Arthur Shacklock (STEVE) 

 
Kim Reynolds (ELLIE) and Grant Ebeling (FRANK) 

 
Kim Reynolds (ELLIE) and the Belles 

 
Lawrie Esmond (JOE) and the cotton pickers 

 
‘Colored folks work on the Mississippi…’ 

 
The townsfolk welcome the COTTON BLOSSOM 

 



Arsenic & Old Lace – 
you could die laughing! 

 

The Guide Hut in Southport 
seems an unlikely location for a 
meeting of serial killers, though 
a nervous Arsenic & Old Lace 
director John Rees-Osborne 

claims everything is under control. “We haven’t 
yet reached the bit where the police save the hero 
Mortimer (Noel Thompson) from a hideous 
death at the hands of his brother Jonathan and 
accomplice Dr Einstein (Marc James and Jack 
Henry), but Martha and Abbey Brewster (Marion 
Parry and Valerie Cooney) are the sweetest old 
lady poisoners you could ever wish to meet. I 
daren’t accept a glass of wine from either of 
them, though, and I have to be EXTRA nice to 
them – just in case.”  
 

Doug Harvey has now joined the cast as Teddy 
Brewster, the eccentric nephew who thinks he is 
President Theodore Roosevelt, while Marc and 
Jack are a comically sinister pair of murderers, 
“somewhere between Laurel and Hardy and 
Burke and Hare” comments John.  
 

Arsenic & Old Lace opens on Saturday 26th June 
and our Drinks with the Director Night is on 
Tuesday 15th June – bookings on 5532 2096 or 
via the website at www.gclt.com.au  
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 

 
 
Judy Gibson, one of our intrepid front of house volunteers, 
has graciously provided the following recipe after 
receiving numerous requests for it from patrons who 
enjoyed it at one of our Drinks with the Director or 
Opening Night suppers – she hopes you enjoy baking (and 
eating) it. If making your own is too hard, you can always 
get some at the theatre! 

 

Zucchini Slice 
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Grate unpeeled zucchini coarsely, finely chop 
onion and bacon. Combine zucchini, onion, 
bacon, cheese, sifted flour, oil and lightly beaten 
eggs.  Season with salt and pepper, and pour into 
well greased lamington tin (recipe specifies base 
measuring 16cm X 26cm) – Glad Bake can be 
used instead of greasing dish. 
Bake in a moderate oven for 30 to 40 minutes or 
until browned.  Serves 4 to 6. Can be served hot 
or cold. 
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After much deliberation and a LOT of 
discussion, the Production Committee are really 
excited to announce the One Act Play Season for 
2010. A broad collection of both monologues, 
duologues and short plays, it promises to have 
something for everyone and will provide 
excellent value for money: 11 pieces in a season 
entitled ��� � ��� � ���� ��� � ���� ��� � ��� � ��� � ��� � ��� � ��� � ��� � . It contains 3 
original pieces penned, and directed, by Gold 
Coast locals; 2 first-time directors; 2 duologues; 
6 monologues; some comedy, some drama – all 
in a 2-hour production that will run for 4 
performances only over 3 days from Thu July 29 
to Sat July 31. The plays, and directors, are: 
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Audition information will be included in the 
May newsletter – keep an eye out for it! 



 
Management Committee 2009/2010: 

President Leo 
Mevissen 

5538 3901 leo.nel@bigpond.com 

Imm. Past 
President 

Bruce 
Shearer 

5531 1514 bruce.shearer@croninshearer.com.au  

Vice-
President 

Joyce  
Grant 

5577 1776 grantjt@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary Janis Sheen 5538 3159 jsheen@onthenet.com.au  

Assistant 
Secretary 

Hugh 
Brophy 

0410654396 ozbrophy@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Leigh 
Kealton 

5592 5358 leighmk@yahoo.com 

Assistant 
Treasurer 

Erica 
Whyte 

 0414715326  erica.whyte03@gmail.com  

Building 
Director 

Robert 
Grant 

5573 3609 robertgrant1326@hotmail.com 

Chair of 
Productions 

Ruth 
Henderson 

5545 0381  ruthinthebooth@hotmail.com  

Publicity 
Director 

Helen    
Hill 

5526 8308 rose2004@bigpond.net.au 

Wardrobe 
Manager 

Dawn 
Warrington 

5573 6584 colinanddawn5@bigpond.com  

Front of 
House 

Jan  
Kealton 

5592 5358 janchee@onthenet.com.au 

Librarian Noella 
Johnson 

5591 8493 kevinandnoella@hotmail.com  

Booking 
Officer 

Nellie 
Mevissen 

5538 3901 leo.nel@bigpond.com 

Social 
Convenor 

Valerie 
Cooney 

5575 7000 n/a 

  

Production Committee 2009/2010: 
Chair of 
Productions 

Ruth 
Henderson 

5533 2915 ruthinthebooth@hotmail.com  

Member Shane 
Caddaye 

5563 9016 shanegoldcoast@hotmail.com  

Member Marion Parry 5577 5762 marionp@winshop.com.au  

Member Noella 
Johnson 

5591 8493 kevinandnoella@hotmail.com  

Member John Arthars 0408 549 511 john_david_arthars@yahoo.com.au  

Member Lyn Smith 5532 0720 lsmit130@eq.edu.au 

Member Cecile 
Campbell 

0417 649 695 cecilesmith265@hotmail.com  

Coming Events and Date-Claimers 
·  Tuesday 15th Jun, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the Director 

of ARSENIC & OLD LACE 

·  Saturday 26th Jun, 2010: Opening Night ARSENIC & 
OLD LACE 

·  Sunday 27th Jun, 2010 from 10am: Auditions for 
TRAVELLING NORTH 

·  Thursday 29th Jul, 2010: Opening Night ONE ACT PLAY 
SEASON 

·  Sunday 22nd Aug, 2010 from 10am: Auditions for MOVE 
OVER MRS MARKHAM 

·  Tuesday 31st Aug, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the 
Director of TRAVELLING NORTH 

·  Saturday 11th Sep, 2010: Opening Night TRAVELLING 
NORTH 

·  Wednesday 3rd Nov, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the 
Director of MOVE OVER MRS MARKHAM 

·  Saturday 13th Nov, 2010: Opening Night MOVE OVER 
MRS MARKHAM 

Bookings: Box Office 5532 2096 / web www.gclt.com.au  

Newsletter Editor: Shane Caddaye shanegoldcoast@hotmail.com 
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GCLT  Gift Certificates make great gifts – they’re 
available for any amount: contact the Box Office on 
5532 2096 to arrange one (or more)! 
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Spotlight Main Theatre:  

LITTLE SHOP OF HORRORS – directed by Priscilla Scott, 
playing from May 21 – Jun 12, Ph. 5539 4255 
 

Javeenbah:  
ZIG ZAG STREET – directed by Amy- Louise Anderson, 
playing from May 7 – May 22, Ph. 5596 0300 
 

Tugun Theatre:  
OUTSIDE EDGE – directed by Brenda Warren, playing from 
May 13 – May 29, Ph. 5593 9174 
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In response to requests from patrons, we are now stocking the 
following new alcoholic drinks in the Green Room Bar: 
 

New beers: Carlton Cold & Pure Blonde 

New pre-mixes: Scotch & Cola, Gin & Tonic, Vodka & Tonic 

And also Strongbow Dry Cider 
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Director John Rees-Osborne is still looking for 2 male cast 
members – one to play a couple of small cameo roles, and a 
strong actor to play the important role of O’Hara – if you’re 
interested, please contact John by email on 
jre54165@bigpond.net.au or by phone on 0407 594 919. Come 
along and join a strong cast as they have great fun presenting this 
timeless black farce! 

 

 
Magnolia (Louise Harris) & Cap’n Andy (Frank Culell )         

entertain patrons at the Trocadero nightclub 


