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A founding member of the Gold Coast Theatre Allianc e 

 

GCLT wishes to acknowledge the generous assistance provided by the Gold Coast City Council in providing reduced council rates to non-profit organisations 
 

Gold Coast Little Theatre      1950 – 2010       Celebrating 60 years of providing quality theatre to the Gold Coast 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

SHOW BOAT has sailed into town (pardon the pun) 
and has invaded GCLT: everywhere you look, be it the 
green room or on the stage, there are signs that 
something big is going to happen soon. And according 
to Julanne Shearer “you ain’t seen nothin’ yet”: looking 
at the number of racks of costumes, either being made 
from scratch or being altered, this is going to be the 
most colourful production we have ever seen. The 
talent on stage is also going to blow your mind – just 
wait till you hear ‘Ol’ Man River’. So book early and 
don’t miss out – the box office opened on Monday 
March 22 and is ready to take your bookings. 
 
On Tuesday March 9 Channel 9 paid us a visit and 
interviewed Billie, Polly and myself re the 60th 
anniversary: this was shown at the end of the daily 
news and has created quite some interest and inquiries 
to the box office. 
 
The cocktail party held at the Southport Yacht club was 
an enormous success – it was one of the most glittering 
social occasions we have seen for some time. A 
number of Gold Coast VIP’s, including the Mayor and 
his wife and Dawn Crichlow, accepted our invitation to 
attend the party and speak to the assembled group. 
Entertainment was provided by members of the SHOW 
BOAT cast who presented a selection of numbers from 
the show, accompanied by Mary Walters on piano. My 
sincere thanks go to the subcommittee: Robert, Helen 
and Robbie for all your hard work – it was much 
appreciated. 
 
Robert Grant has accepted the position of building 
director and he will take charge of all sound and light 
equipment. 
 
Leo Mevissen – President 

 
Don’t forget our Diamond Jubilee specials: 

�  Free entry for members to our popular 
Drinks with the Director  nights  

�  Free membership to anyone who turns 60 
(or 16) in 2010 

�  Special student ticket prices only $15 

 
Arsenic & Old Lace – 

you could die laughing! 
 
At the 28th March auditions for 
this popular classic comedy, very 
strong competition for certain 
roles left director John Rees-
Osborne with some happy 

choices, but also the unenviable task of disappointing 
a number of hopefuls. The casting was not quite 
complete as we went to press, but you’ll see some 
very familiar names bringing the characters to life – 
and death!  
 

 
Valerie Cooney 

 
 

 
Marion Parry 

 
Pat Aldam, Noel Thompson, Ash Pollard and John Rees-Osborne 

The two Brewster sisters are played by those grandes 
dames of GCLT, Marion Parry  and Val Cooney. 
Noel Thompson (Our Country’s Good; Jury Room) 
is the bewildered hero and theatre critic Mortimer 
Brewster, while newcomer Ash Pollard is his feisty 
fiancée Elaine Harper. Marc James (Our Country’s 
Good; Show Boat) plays the sinister homicidal 
maniac Jonathan Brewster and Jack Henry (Equus) 



is his unwilling accomplice and alcoholic plastic 
surgeon Dr Einstein. Terry Callaghan and Bob 
Mussett will wear multiple hats (and coats) as the 
Reverend Harper, Mr Gibbs, Lieutenant Rooney and 
Mr Witherspoon, while John Pearce returns to 
GCLT after some years as Officer Brophy. 
 

The SABO booking system means you can book for 
any show at any time – get in early and claim your 
seats! 
 

 
Terry Callaghan 

 
Bob Mussett 

 
Pat Aldam, Dawn China & John Rees-Osborne discuss casting 

 

 
Welcome Robert! 
We welcome Robert Grant as our new 
Building Director for GCLT. Robert’s 
technical theatre experience started as 
a young man in Morecambe’s Theatre 
Land England, a seaside resort in the 
North West of the UK – incidentally 
the home town of one half of the late 
comedy duo Morecambe and Wise – 

then moving on to career in radio communications 
and electronics. Early in 2002 Robert and his wife, 
Merle moved to Spain and the world of theatre 
beckoned again. They joined the Harlequin Revue 
Company, an expat theatre group, with Robert taking 
up the role of Technical Support, touring Spanish 
Theatres with their productions. 2008 saw Robert and 
Merle move to the Gold Coast and become members 
of GCLT. Robert has worked on lighting operations 
for a number of GCLT Productions and in late 2009 
became our Approved Licensed Manager. Welcome 
Robert – it’s good to have you on the team! 
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GCLT  Gift Certificates make 
great gifts – they’re available for 
any amount: contact the Box 
Office on 5532 2096 to arrange 
one (or more)! 

 
 

Julanne reports that 
rehearsals for Show Boat 
are progressing very well: 
with two and a half 
weeks to go the 
production is well 
underway.  Barry Bladen 
has almost completed the 
set: Shane Caddaye and 
Helen Weathered have 
been responsible for the 
wrought iron lace; Anne 

Ryan and Denis Watkins have formed the superior 
decorating service for the dressing of the set; while Heidi 
Indomenico has worked miracles procuring raw cotton, 
flour bags and all sorts of other unusual props. The Ladies 
Sewing Circle have excelled themselves and it has been 
wonderful to have so many new ladies offering to assist. 
The real burden has fallen on the shoulders of the Stage 
Manager, Del Halpin and her assistant Deb McCall: 19 
scene changes and a composite set mean there are many 
intricacies to be remembered, not to mention a cast of 45 
changing costumes regularly during the show!  

Book now on 5532 2096 or www.gclt.com.au 
 

 
Stephen Morris (Ravenal) and Louise Harris (Magnolia) 

 
Louise Harris, Julanne Shearer and Mary Walters 



 Diamond Jubilee Cocktail Party  

 
SHOW BOAT cast members, led by Lawrence Esmond 

And what a night it was! Attended by almost 200 
guests, including His Worship the Mayor Ron Clarke 
and the Mayoress of Gold Coast City Mrs Helen 
Clarke; Cr Dawn Crichlow, Patron of GCLT; Duncan 
Sims, President of Spotlight Theatre Company; Paul 
Fitzgerald, President of the Friends of the Arts Centre 
and his wife Maureen, and many others.  
 

 
Paul & Maureen Fitzgerald 

 
Kate Peters & Steven Tandy 

 
Dawn Crichlow’s speech was a highlight of the night, 
culminating as it did in the multiple-auction of the 
contents of her seemingly endless bag of hats! The 
venue was outstanding, the food seemingly endless, 
the outfits glorious, and the camaraderie & support 
wonderful to see – all in all, a fitting celebration to 
mark 60 years of providing quality theatre to the 
Gold Coast! A vote of thanks must go to those 
responsible for bringing the night to fruition: Leo & 
Nellie Mevissen, Helen Hill, Robyn Vinodolac, 
Robert Grant, Joyce Grant and the countless others 
who contributed their time and skills to making the 
night such a success. A special thanks to the 

Southport Yacht Club, and in particular their 
Functions Manager Stacey Brown – they provided 
their outstanding venue at a much reduced price and 
this, and their friendly staff, added a touch of class to 
the night that made it all the more special! 
 

 
Cr Dawn Crichlow 

 
GCLT President Leo Mevissen 

 
His Worship the Mayor Ron Clarke speaks to the 200 guests 

 

With so many guests in attendance, it’s not possible 
to include pictures of everyone – despite the fact that 
photographs WERE taken of the vast majority by 
Shane Caddaye as our roving photographer on the 
night – we’ve included just a few in this newsletter, 
and many more will be uploaded to the website in 
due course! 
 

  

  

  



   

   

   
 

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

 

 

Management Committee 2009/2010: 

President Leo 
Mevissen 

5538 3901 leo.nel@bigpond.com 

Imm. Past 
President 

Bruce 
Shearer 

5531 1514 bruce.shearer@croninshearer.com.au  

Vice-
President 

Joyce  
Grant 

5577 1776 grantjt@bigpond.net.au 

Secretary Janis Sheen 5538 3159 jsheen@onthenet.com.au  

Assistant 
Secretary 

Hugh 
Brophy 

0410654396 ozbrophy@hotmail.com 

Treasurer Leigh 
Kealton 

5592 5358 leighmk@yahoo.com 

Assistant 
Treasurer 

Erica 
Whyte 

 0414715326  erica.whyte03@gmail.com  

Building 
Director 

Robert 
Grant 

5573 3609 robertgrant1326@hotmail.com 

Chair of 
Productions 

Ruth 
Henderson 

5545 0381  ruthinthebooth@hotmail.com  

Publicity 
Director 

Helen    
Hill 

5526 8308 rose2004@bigpond.net.au 

Wardrobe 
Manager 

Dawn 
Warrington 

5573 6584 colinanddawn5@bigpond.com  

Front of 
House 

Jan  
Kealton 

5592 5358 janchee@onthenet.com.au 

Librarian Noella 
Johnson 

5591 8493 kevinandnoella@hotmail.com  

Booking 
Officer 

Nellie 
Mevissen 

5538 3901 leo.nel@bigpond.com 

Social 
Convenor 

Valerie 
Cooney 

5575 7000 n/a 

  

Production Committee 2009/2010: 
Chair of 
Productions 

Ruth 
Henderson 

5533 2915 ruthinthebooth@hotmail.com  

Member Shane 
Caddaye 

5563 9016 shanegoldcoast@hotmail.com  

Member Marion Parry 5577 5762 marionp@winshop.com.au  

Member Noella 
Johnson 

5591 8493 kevinandnoella@hotmail.com  

Member John Arthars 0408 549 511 john_david_arthars@yahoo.com.au  

Member Lyn Smith 5532 0720 lsmit130@eq.edu.au 

Member Cecile 
Campbell 

0417 649 695 info@improperty.com.au 

Coming Events and Date-Claimers 
·  Saturday 17th Apr, 2010: Opening Night SHOW BOAT 

·  Tuesday 15th Jun, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the Director 
of ARSENIC & OLD LACE 

·  Saturday 26th Jun, 2010: Opening Night ARSENIC & 
OLD LACE 

·  Sunday 27th Jun, 2010 from 10am: Auditions for 
TRAVELLING NORTH 

·  Thursday 29th Jul, 2010: Opening Night ONE ACT PLAY 
SEASON 

·  Sunday 22nd Aug, 2010 from 10am: Auditions for MOVE 
OVER MRS MARKHAM 

·  Tuesday 31st Aug, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the 
Director of TRAVELLING NORTH 

·  Saturday 11th Sep, 2010: Opening Night TRAVELLING 
NORTH 

·  Wednesday 3rd Nov, 2010 from 6pm: Drinks with the 
Director of MOVE OVER MRS MARKHAM 

·  Saturday 13th Nov, 2010: Opening Night MOVE OVER 
MRS MARKHAM 

Bookings: Box Office 5532 2096 / web www.gclt.com.au  

Newsletter Editor: Shane Caddaye shanegoldcoast@hotmail.com 


